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Edo / Tokyo

Where the Past Meets the Present
VLA X ToKyo saxestosns

What was it like to live in Edo?

IRBRIEEAREN?

Edo is the former name of Tokyo. The Edo period was an era of peace and stability
under the Tokugawa shogunate, which was established in 1603, following the turbu-
lent Sengoku (Warring States) period. As the political and cultural center of Japan,
Edo (present-day Tokyo) became the world’s largest city with a population of over
one million people by the early 1700s. From samurai to common folk, all enjoyed a
lifestyle enriched by festivals, entertainment, and craftsmanship. From kabuki and
ukiyo-e to a diverse food culture, traditions that blossomed in this era have been
passed down to modern Japan, and today are found everywhere in Tokyo. Knowing
a bit about these historical origins makes visiting the modern metropolis even more
enjoyable. Come on a journey to the crossroads of Edo and Tokyo!
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Entertainment from Edo to Today
BRI RPN S TIAORSE

Kabuki 3t& %

In the Edo period, the traditional performance art of kabuki grew
to become a popular form of entertainment for the masses. The
gorgeous costumes, distinctive makeup, and dynamic movements
of kabuki plays often dramatized real events. The popularity of
kabuki actors rivaled that of “idols” today.
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Now considered Japan’s national sport, the traditional martial art of
sumo began as a religious ritual. At Ekoin Temple in Ryogoku,
sumo events were once held frequently, and people enjoyed the
exciting and powerful matches. Ryogoku Kokugikan remains one of
the greatest venues for these iconic bouts.
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Keywords of the Edo Period JIFB{tOF*—7—F
The era of military rule known as the Tokugawa shogunate was established
in 1603 by its first shogun, Tokugawa leyasu. Governance centered around

Sliauunate the samurai maintained stability for 15 generations over roughly 260 years.
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n Sensoji Temple

JZEF MAP 1:C2

Believed to have been founded in 628, this is Tokyo's oldest temple.
During the Edo period, the lively community of pilgrims made it the heart
of a dynamic culture. The Sanja Matsuri Festival, held in Asakusa every
May, is also famous.
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This stadium is used for professional sumo wrestling. The once favorite
pastime of common folk in the Edo period is today Japan’s national
sport. Learn about the history of sumo at the Sumo Museum.
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H Ueno Park

528528 MAP 1:B1

Explore museums, art galleries, a zoo, and more at this park. Also home
to many sites from the Edo period, including Kaneiji Temple, a sacred
place connected with the Tokugawa shogunate; Toshogu Shrine, dedicat-
ed to Tokugawa leyasu; and Shinobazu Pond.
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Kanda-jinja Shrine (Kanda Myojin)
1P B9+ (49 EBEH1P) MAP 1:B2

Enshrining the guardian deity of Edo, this shrine is known for its grand
Kanda Festival, held every two years and recognized as one of the "Three
Great Festivals of Edo."
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A specialized theater for kabuki, a traditional performance art dating back
to the Edo period. Originally opened in 1889 during the Meiji period, the
current building is the fifth on this site. Inside, you'll find kabuki-related
galleries and souvenir shops.
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n Imperial Palace

28 MAP 1:B2

During the Meiji Restoration in the late 19th century, Edo Castle became
the Imperial Palace, and part of the grounds were opened to the public
as a park. Traces of Edo can still be felt in the stone walls, moat, and
castle gates.
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Nihonbashi

BA45 MAP 1:B, C2

Centered around Nihonbashi Bridge, the start point of Japan’s Five Main
Roads, this area flourished as a merchant town full of fish markets and
kimono shops. Today, these streets are lined with prestigious depart-
ment stores and traditional craft specialty shops.
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Ukiyo-e, a uniquely Japanese style of woodblock print, became popular in
the Edo period. These works vividly depict the lives of common people,
famous landscapes, beautiful women, kabuki actors, and more.
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Scan the 2D code to the right of this
icon with your device to access and
enjoy AR content.
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n Hie-jinja Shrine

B9 4 MAP 1:B3

Dedicated to the guardian deity of Edo Castle and revered by the Tokugawa
shogunate, this shrine hosts the Sanno Festival, one of the "Three Great
Festivals of Edo," in alternating years with the Kanda Festival.
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n Zojoji Temple

38 k3 MAP 1:B3

Zojoji Temple is known as the family temple of the Tokugawa family, and
its majestic Buddha statue and Sanmon Gate still remain today. Enjoy a
truly iconic view of the city with the main hall set against the background
of Tokyo Tower.
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m Hama-rikyu Gardens
EEES 2B MAP 1:B3

Once a villa of the Tokugawa family, this renowned garden is one of the
finest examples of Edo-period landscaping, distinguished by its tidal
pond fed with seawater. Enjoy matcha green tea and Japanese sweets at
the teahouse in the center of the pond.
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m Rikugien Gardens

A& E MAP 1:B1
A feudal lord's garden designed by Yanagisawa Yoshiyasu, a key figure
in the Tokugawa shogunate. The delicate, tranquil landscape is inspired
by the world of Japanese waka and Chinese poetry, and is famous for
spring cherry blossoms and autumn foliage.
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Sumida River

pEEBJIl MAP 1:C1-3

In the Edo period, the Sumida River was vital for water transport and also
popular for pleasure boating. Even today, visitors can board water buses
and traditional yakatabune houseboats. The Sumida River Fireworks Festi-
val every July is a long-standing tradition dating back to the Edo period.
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All information contained in this guidemap is accurate as of October 2025.
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